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An Overview of 2019 Scouting for Food 
Who helps make Scouting for Food possible? 
 
Our Scouts, their friends and family, as well as our corporate partners that include 
Publix and the local food banks that we serve make this campaign possible. 
 
What is Scouting for Food? 
 
Scouting for Food is the nation’s largest single-day food drive which began as a 
Scout’s service project in St. Louis in 1985 and was adopted by the National 
Organization in 1988.  
 
Where does the donated food go? 
 
After the Scouts retrieve bags filled with canned goods, they deliver them to a 
local drop-off location where volunteers sort and box food to be delivered. Your 
donated food will help feed people in Butts, Coweta, Fayette, Henry, Lamar, 
Pike, Spalding, and Upson Counties. 
 
When does it take place?  

 
 
January Roundtable is District Scouting for Food Kickoff. District Chair will 
share the Council Scouting for Food plan with the District unit leaders.  
 
At January Roundtable bags are picked up by unit leaders.    
 
Saturday, February 2nd is Bag Distribution Day. More than 75,000 plastic 
bags will be hung on doorknobs throughout 8 counties in central Georgia. 

 
Saturday, February 9th is Bag Collection Day. Scouts return to pick up bags 
filled with donated canned goods and take them to their local collection 
site. 
 
By Friday, February 15th- Report Final Collection Numbers to District Chair 

 
Why do we participate in Scouting for Food? 
 
As an organization, the Boy Scouts of America teaches youth the value of 
helping others and to give back to their communities. By collecting food for 
people in need, Scouts are fulfilling the Scout Oath and Slogan of “doing a good 
turn daily” and “helping other people.”  
 



 

 
 

Your Participation Can Make a Difference 

 

Did you know that… 

 32% of households who need help include at least one employed 
adult? 

 24% of household members who need help are children? 
 21% of household members you need help are elderly? 

Today, more than 1 billion people in the world live in conditions of poverty, and 
almost one in every five children in the United States lives in poverty.  

In the United States, poverty significantly impacts hunger, with an estimated 13 
million people going to bed hungry each night. Scouting continues its legacy of 
combating poverty and other social issues while creating leaders of tomorrow 
through its Good Turn for America initiative—a collaboration with other 
community organizations that focuses the power of volunteerism on the 
important community issues of hunger, shelter, and health. 

Through Good Turn for America, organizations like the BSA and thousands of 
other community organizations work together to alleviate hunger in America. 
Specifically, the BSA employs its Scouting for Food program that facilitates food 
drives across the country to provide meals to the hungry. This is our chance to 
help “Tackle Poverty Together.” 

Below you will find statistics regarding the Flint River Council’s participation in 
Scouting for Food. As a whole, we can do more to better serve our community, 
and this year, more than ever, our community needs our help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 

    2018     

District Units Scouts Adults # Items 

Ronotohachi 13 164 124 4,020 

Coweta 24 279 148 8,793 

Fayette 31 449 287 42,608 

Tussahaw 12 152 79 6,264 

Total 80 1044 638 61,685 



 

2019“Scouting for Food” Unit Coordinator 
Position Description 

 
 

1. Accept responsibilities for successful participation of the unit in its 
assigned part in the 2019 Scouting for Food campaign. 

 
2. Secure commitment of unit leadership and make official unit 

commitment.  
 
3. Contact Scouts and families to participate in both distribution and 

collection days and secure their commitment.  
 

4. Recruit adult help with vehicles on collection day to assist Scouts as 
they collect food door to door. 

 
5. Attend District Kickoff at January Roundtable for information, 

instruction and bag distribution.  
 
6. Help excite the youth and encourage participation at your January 

Pack/ Troop/ Crew meeting. 
 

7. Coordinate distribution of bags by youth members in assigned 
territory.  
 

8. Arrange for collection of filled bags in the same territory one week 
later and the delivery of bags to the collection sites.  

 
9. Work with and support volunteers at collection sites in unloading 

and counting items collected.  
  

10. Complete Unit Collection Report and submit to the District Scouting 
for Food Chair at the collection site.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
“Scouting for Food” Instructions 

  
1. Select your unit's area in the following manner:  
At January Roundtable request a specific geographic area for your unit 
to serve.  Consult with your District Scouting for Food Chair to ensure 

that the area you have selected is available.  The Scouting for Food Chair will 
approve your area and may ask your unit to serve additional parts of our 
community.  Please be flexible and remember that our ultimate goal is to provide 
our youth an opportunity to serve our entire community. 
  
2. Once your territory has been confirmed by the District “Scouting for Food” Chair, 
the Unit Leader assigns specific areas and bags to each den or patrol. It is very 
important that the same group collect the bags they distributed. Be very careful not 
to overlap territories reserved for other units. 
 
3. Contact any apartment complex managers or homeowners associations to obtain 
permission to distribute bags.  Ask for their assistance in promoting “Scouting for 
Food”.  Inform your District Executive of communities that do not allow access. 
  
4. All members, both youth and adults, should be in uniform for distribution and 
collection. 
  
5. On February 2nd after 9:00 A.M. the Scouts should go out in pairs to distribute bags 
to households in their territory. The Scouts should hang the bags on the door or at the 
doorstep (Do not leave the bag in or on mailboxes). Two leaders/parents should be 
within eyesight of the Scouts at all times. 
 
6. Leaders should arrange enough transportation to keep the Scouts busy and make 
the work go quickly. Scouting policy prohibits occupants from riding in the back of a 
pickup truck, or without a seatbelt. 
 
7. On February 9th, begin collecting the filled bags no earlier than 9:00 A.M.  Many 
people put bags out at that time and if the bags are picked up early, we will miss 
much of the food and have to go back.  If you do not see a bag on the door step, 
knock on the door to see if anyone is home.   Do not enter any homes to pick up 
food.  
 
8. After distribution and collection days, the Unit Leader should submit their unit 
collection report to their District Scouting for Food Chair by February 15. 
 
9.  A designated leader should drive the route one last time, (once the bags have 
been picked up) to retrieve any missed bags and deliver the “Scouting for Food” 
bags to one of the designated food collection sites between 10:00 A.M. and 3:00 
P.M. on February 9th.  Offer your unit to help sort and pack the food you collected.  
 
10.Arrange a visit with a local food bank or shelter for your Scouts to go to.  Give 
them the opportunity to learn and see first hand how the food they collected is used.  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 


